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I.  HIGHLIGHTS  

¶ More than 1,000 COVID-19 cases recorded in a day in Ethiopia for the first time in the WHO Epi-Week-33.  

¶ Community Based activities and Testing (COMBAT) campaign increased the number of COVID-19 

laboratory tests and cases detected.  

¶ Among a total of 111,492 samples tested in the WHO-Epi-Week-33, 7058 turned positive with a positivity 

rate of 6.33%.  

¶ The number of COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths in Ethiopia have increased by 72% and 25%, 

respectively, in the WHO-Epi-Week-33 compared to the reports in the Epi-Week-32. 

¶ A total of 7,058 new confirmed COVID-19 cases and 121 COVID-19 related deaths was reported during the 

WHO Epi-Week-33.  

¶ As of August 16, 2020, a total of 29,876 COVID-19 confirmed cases and 528 deaths have been reported in 

Ethiopia. 

¶ There were total of 1,831 newly recovered COVID-19 cases during the WHO Epi-Week-33 bringing the total 

number of recovered cases to 12,037. 

¶ A total of 2850 COVID-19 confirmed cases are on home-based isolation and care.  

¶ A total of 22,658 contacts were identified during the WHO Epi-week-33. 

¶ Ethiopia joins the WHO ñWEAR A MASKò Challenge. 

¶ Discussion conducted on COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Intra-Action Review findings. 
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II.  BACKGROUND  

The Ministry of health (MOH) and Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) in collaboration with partners have 

intensified response efforts to prevent the spread and severity of Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in 

Ethiopia. The central and the regional Public Health Emergency Operation Centers (PHEOC) have been 

activated and laboratory diagnosis capacity has been expanded to other national institutions, subnational and 

private laboratories. 

The national and regional PHEOC are playing a pivotal role in coordinating resources from different responding 

agencies and coordinating COVID-19 related information through a regular EOC meetings and partnersô 

coordination forums. The MOH and EPHI are providing information to the general public and stakeholders on a 

regular and uninterrupted manner using different means of communication modalities. 

The WHO and other partners are currently supporting in scaling-up preparedness and 

response efforts and implementation of related recommendations suggested by the IHR Emergency 

Committee. 

III.  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION  

Global Situation  

¶ Between December 31, 2019 and August 16, 2020, COVID-19 pandemic affected 216 countries/territories 

causing 21,260,760 cases and 761,018 deaths (CFR=3.58%) globally.  

¶ Of the total cases and deaths reported since the beginning of the outbreak, 1,798,648 cases and 38,733 

deaths were reported during the WHO Epi-Week-33. 

¶ The United States of America (USA) reported the highest number of cases (5,258,565) and deaths (167,201) 

with CFR of 3.18% followed by Brazil (3,275,520 cases and 106,523 deaths with a CFR of 3.25%). The 

highest proportion of death occurred in Yemen with CFR of 28.41%.  

¶ In Africa, 56 countries/territories have reported COVID-19 cases.  

¶ As of August 16, 2020, a total of 1,110,684 cases and 25,351 deaths were reported across the continent 

(CFR=2.28%).  

¶ During the WHO-Epi-Week-33, a total of 71,158 cases and 2,392 deaths were reported across the continent. 

¶ More than half of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases, 583,653 (53%) and more than one third of the deaths, 

11,677 (46%) in Africa were reported from South Africa (CFR=2.00%). See the summary dashboard below. 
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Fig . 1 : Glob al Situation Update as of August 16 , 2020 (Source: WHO)  
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Fig . 2 : Africa Situ ation Update  as of August 16 , 2020 (Source: WHO)  



5 

National COVID -19 situation  

¶ More than 1000 COVID-19 cases recorded in a day in Ethiopia for the first time in the WHO Epi-Week-33. 

On August 13, 14 and 15, a total of 1,086, 1,038 and 1,652 confirmed cases, respectively, were reported in 

the country. 

¶ Seven-thousand-fifty-eight (7,058) newly confirmed COVID-19 cases (72% increment compared to that of 

Epi-Week-32) and 121 COVID-19 related deaths (25% increment compared to that of Epi-Week-32) were 

reported during the WHO Epi-Week-33. 

¶ As of August 16, a total of 29,876 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 528 deaths were recorded in the country 

(see the summary dashboard below for detail). 

 
Fig . 3 : Weekly Summary of the COVID -19 situation  in Ethiopia, August 16 , 2020  

 

Fig. 4 : COVID -19 confirmed cases , recovery and death  by WHO Epi -Week as of August 16 , 2020, 

Ethiopia  
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Epi -Surveillance and Laboratory Related Activities  

There is ongoing travelersô health screening at point of entries (POEs), follow-up of international travelers, 

mandatory quarantine of passengers coming to Ethiopia, rumor collection, verification and investigation and 

information provision via toll free call center, active case detection by house to house search, contact listing, 

tracing and follow-up of persons who had contact with confirmed cases and laboratory investigation of 

suspected cases, quarantined individuals, contacts of confirmed cases, random SARI/pneumonia cases and 

community members. 

  

Fig. 5: COVID -19 case c ontact tracing summary da shboard as of August 16 , 2020  

Contact tracing and follow-up: 

¶ As of August 16, 2020: 

o A total of 137,326 contacts of confirmed cases have been identified. Of these 22,658 contacts 

were identified in the WHO-Epi-Week--33. 

o 93,313 (67.95%) have completed 14 days follow-up, while 36,331 contacts are still on follow-up.  

o Only 293 (0.21%) contacts developed COVID-19 suggestive symptoms. Of these, 257 (87.71%) 

were tested positive.  

o Overall, 7648 (5.57%) of the contacts (symptomatic plus asymptomatic) were tested positive, 

which are among the currently existing confirmed positive cases. 
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Fig. 6: Summary of COVID-19 cases contact tracing update in Ethiopia as of August 16, 2020 

Rumors collection and verification from all sources 

¶ As of August 16, 2020: 

o 113,248 rumors/alerts have been received and investigated. Of these, 45013 rumors were 

reported in the WHO-Epi-Week-33.  

o 81,379 (71.86%) of the rumors/alerts have fulfilled the suspected case definition.  

 

Laboratory related activities  

¶ As of August 16, 2020, a total of 609,463 samples have been tested for COVID-19 by laboratories in the 

country. 

¶ 111,492 laboratory tests were processed during the WHO Epi-Week-33, which is 84% increment compared 

to that of Epi-Week-32.  

 
Fig. 7 : Trend of COVID -19 laboratory testing  by WHO Epi -Week as of August 16 , 2020, E thiopia.  
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¶ The number of positive cases in regions vary from region to region which might be mainly determined the 

total number of tests done in each region. 

 

Fig. 8 : Summary of trend of new cases and testing capacity  in regions as of August 16 , 2020  

¶ Community Based Activities and Testing has a great impact on number of COVID-19 cases detected in the 

country. 

o A total of 151,048 specimens collected. 

o A total of 131,848 samples were processed in nine days since the start of COMBAT. 

o It took 114 days to reach first 8,000 cases whereas it took only 7 days (August 7-16) to confirm more 

than 8000 cases after the launching COMBAT. 

o Silent zones/woredas started reporting cases. 

o Since the launch of the COMBAT, >90% of cases were detected from the community. 

IV.  Coordination a nd Leadership   

¶ Since its activation, the national PHEOC is collaboratively working with stakeholders: government agencies, 

partner organizations, UN agencies, embassies, hospitals, Industrial parks and others. 

¶ Morning briefing of IMS is being conducted daily by core IMS staffs and key partnersô representatives  

¶ Weekly leadership and strategic virtual (zoom) meeting, chaired by the H.E MoH Minister, is being conducted. 

¶ Supports (financial, logistic and technical) are being received from partners, private institutions, individuals 

and donors. 

¶ Ethiopia has joined the ñWearAMaskò challenge initiated by the WHO.  
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¶ H.E. President Sahle-Work Zewde has called-up on the public to promote proper use of face mask while 

announcing official launch of MaskEthiopia 

Campaign in response to WHO WearAMask 

Challenge. 

¶ Ethiopia has followed suit by launching MaskEthiopia 

Campaign in line with joining WearAMask Challenge 

launched by World Health Organization (WHO) in 

fighting the spread of COVID 19, the president 

stated. 

 

¶ Discussion conducted on COVID-19 preparedness and response Inter-Action Review (IAR) chaired by The 

Incident Manager and Deputy Incident Manager. All sections within the PHEOC Incident Management 

System presented the IAR findings (strengthen, good practices, challenges and recommendations) on the 

COVID-19 preparedness and response efforts that has been done so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V.  Regional Support  

 

¶ Team deployed to all regions from EPHI and MOH to support COMBAt and other routine COVID-19 activities. 

¶ Testing site supervisor deployed to all COVID-19 testing sites with daily follow up and challenges addressed 

every day with Regional Health Bureau. 

¶ Trainings were given to all team members who deployed to all regions on DHIS-2. 

VI.  Case Management and IPC  

 

¶ Currently there are a total of 16,987 active COVID-19 cases in the country.  

¶ There are 217 patients in severe condition and the rest are in stable condition.  

¶ 216 cases newly recovered during the week and a total of 12,938 cases have been covered so far.  

   

Fig.  9: IMS staff discussion on the COVID -19 Preparedness and Response Inter -Action Review , 

August 1 5, 2020  
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Fig.  10 : Summary of case m anagement update as of August 16 , 2020 . 

Home Based Isolation and Care:  

¶ Since Home Based Isolation and Care (HBIC) was started in Ethiopia: 

o The two city administrations (Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa) and two regional states (Oromia and 

Benishangul Gumuz) have started HBIC 

o A total 2,850 COVID-19 confirmed cases have been enrolled for the HBIC 

Á 620 of them have been recovered. 

Á 2,239 cases are currently on HBIC. 

Á One COVID-19 related death has occurred. 

Á 40 cases have been transferred from treatment centers to HBIC. 

Á 37 cases have been transferred from HBIC to treatment centers. 
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VII.  Risk Communication and Co mmunity  Engagement  (RCCE)  

 

¶ Daily press statement is being provided on COVID-19 situation on daily basis through Mass Media and social 

media portals.  

¶ Different poster, brochures, audio and video messages focusing on COVID-19 risk perception and practice 

developed and disseminated. 

¶ Article on home quarantine published on social media and website.  

¶ Idea pool for media houses on important and new information prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Different materials designed for Addis Ababa Health Bureau (message for police offices, traffic police man, 

public transportation, taxi drivers). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII.  Logistic and Supplies  

 

¶ There are ongoing distribution of pharmaceuticals and medical supplies to quarantine, isolation and 

treatment centers. 

¶ Number of governmental and Non-Governmental organizations, individuals and partners have donated 

different medical supplies and infrastructures for COVID-19 response. 
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IX.  Training and Orientation Activities  

 

¶ There is ongoing training and orientation for the health professionals on COVID-19. 

¶ In the WHO Epi-Week-33: 

o WASH-IPC TOT provided in SNNPR and Benishangul Gumuz regions. 

o IPC and dead body management basic training provided in Amhara region. 

o Orientation for Health Extension Program officers and Zonal heads of Oromia Regional state at 

Adama Town. 

o Four days TOT on Home-Based Isolation and Care provided for group II Health Care Workers from 

Addis Ababa city and sub-cities Health office (22 in number) is completed. 

 

Fig. 13: Health care workers from Addis Ababa training on Home -Bas ed Isolation and Care, August 

10 , 2020  

X.  Challenges a nd Way Forward  

Challenges 

¶ Weak adhere to physical distancing and other preventions advises among the public. 

¶ Increasing number of community deaths and late confirmation of COVID-19 by dead body surveillance and 

testing. 

¶ Happening of super spreading events that could contribute to the increment of number and distribution of 

COVID-19 cases. 

¶ Low stock status of personal protective equipment.  

¶ There is critical shortage of beds for COVID-19 cases admission.  

 

 


