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Background
Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses. There are several known human coronaviruses that
usually only cause mild respiratory disease, such as the common cold. However, at least twice
previously, coronaviruses have emerged to infect people and cause severe disease: severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS). The cases
in this outbreak tested negative for both SARS and MERS.

Description
Symptoms of the disease includes fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. A laboratory in China
identified a novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) as the etiologic agent.

Human-to-human

transmission has been reported.
The first cases identified have been linked to the Wuhan South China Seafood City (also called
the South China Seafood Wholesale Market and the Hua Nan Seafood Market), which sells
chickens, cats, marmots, other wild animals, and seafood. This market has been closed since
01 January 2020 for cleaning and disinfection.

Epidemiologic Situation of Novel Coronavirus
WHO nCOV Situation Report 6: On 26th of January 2020 a total of 2014 suspected cases with
56 deaths were reported from China, Thailand, Japan, USA, Republic of Korea, Vietnam,
Republic of Singapore, Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Australia and Malaysia. 1985
cases were reported from China and 29 cases were reported outside China of which 26 cases
have travel history to China (WHO report detail tables and maps are included below)
Media Reports: A Toronto man in his 50s was confirmed Sunday as Canada’s first presumed
case 2019-nCov. The man flew from Wuhan to Guangzhou and from there to Toronto, arriving
at Pearson International Airport on Wednesday.
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Source: https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-coronavirus-patient-showedsymptoms-on-flight-back-to-wuhan-officials-say
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirusinfection.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaYsuejrrPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzCgG-6pKyk
Three more cases of the coronavirus were reported on Sunday in the United States, two in
California and one in Arizona. In China the tally jumped to more than 2,700 cases and death
tolls climbed to 80.
Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/26/world/china-coronavirus.html
Authorities in Cote d'Ivoire have tested the first person on the African continent for the Wuhan
coronavirus and the case is under control.
Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://crofsblogs.typepad.com/h5n1/2020/01/coronavirus-suspected-case-in-abidjan-undercontrol.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-51258014
That has killed 80 people and infected at more than 2,700, most of them in the central province
of Hubei.
Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/china-battles-coronavirus-outbreak-latestupdates-200127021414201.html
The Mayor of Wuhan, said that 5 million people had left the city before travel restrictions were
imposed ahead of the Chinese New Year. He said he expected at least 1,000 of some 3,000
suspected cases to be diagnosed with the highly-contagious virus.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/mayor-of-wuhan-epicenter-of-coronavirus-outbreak-says5-million-people-left-the-city-before-travel-restrictions-were-imposed-2020-01-26

Preparedness of Ethiopia
•

Regular follow up of the global situation and update to all stakeholders (including IHR
recommendations)
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•

EOC follow up for warrant of alert and activation based on the situation: Preparing for
activation is ongoing

•

Alerting actors and follow up through RHBs

•

Preparedness and response action plan developed (draft)

•

Screening at BIA integrated with EVD screening (materials developed, orientation given)

•

Follow up of travelers integrated with EVD follow up

•

Working with Embassies and BIA on traveler advice

•

Isolation sites identification and arrangements

•

Inventory and gap filling for logistics and supplies is ongoing

•

Arrangements for trainings starting Monday

•

Laboratory preparedness and arrangements

•

Sharing the WHO guidance's to RHBs

•

Media briefing (regular) and public alerts

•

Material development: fact sheet, case definition and other communication materials

•

Established communication with Africa CDC: Consultancy, reagents and others

Risk Level
Based on the WHO risk assessment the risk of China is Very High, Regionally and Globally
High.
It is not unexpected that Ethiopia may face the imported cases due to high air traffic.

PHEIC Status of Novel Coronavirus
WHO Emergency Committee under IHR was convened on January 22 and 23, 2020 and agreed
that it does not constitutes PHEIC at this stage but will reconvene in 10 days to review.
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WHO Emergency Committee under IHR Recommendations
All countries should be prepared for containment, including active surveillance, early detection,
isolation and case management, contact tracing and prevention of onward spread of 2019-nCoV
infection, and to share full data with WHO.

Africa CDC Recommendations to Member States
1) All Member States should enhance their surveillance for severe acute respiratory
infections (SARI)1 and to carefully review any unusual patterns of SARI or pneumonia
cases. Examples of enhanced surveillance include:
a. Adding questions about travel and testing for coronaviruses to existing influenza
surveillance systems;
b. Notifying healthcare facilities to immediately inform local public health officials
about persons who meet the case definition for SARI and recently traveled to
Wuhan (or other affected countries).
2) Member States that receive direct or connecting flights from Wuhan should consider
screening incoming passengers for severe respiratory illness and a history of recent travel
to Wuhan. Member States should be prepared to expand questions about recent travel
to additional countries as the outbreak evolves.

3) Notify WHO and Africa CDC immediately if suspected or confirmed cases of infection with
novel

coronavirus

are

identified.

Africa

CDC

can

be

notified

by

emailing

AfricaCDC@africa-union.org and StephanieS@africa-union.org.
4) Prepare to collect specimens from patients suspected of having novel coronavirus
infection.
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5) Provide guidance to the general public about seeking immediate medical care and
informing healthcare providers about recent travel in anyone who develops symptoms of
severe respiratory illness and recently traveled to Wuhan or one of the affected areas.
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