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Background 

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses. There are several known human coronaviruses that 

usually only cause mild respiratory disease, such as the common cold. However, at least twice 

previously, coronaviruses have emerged to infect people and cause severe disease: severe 

acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS). The cases 

in this outbreak tested negative for both SARS and MERS.   

Description 

Symptoms of the disease includes fever, cough, and difficulty breathing. A laboratory in China 

identified a novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) as the etiologic agent.  Human-to-human 

transmission has been reported. 

The first cases identified have been linked to the Wuhan South China Seafood City (also called 

the South China Seafood Wholesale Market and the Hua Nan Seafood Market), which sells 

chickens, cats, marmots, other wild animals, and seafood. This market has been closed since 

01 January 2020 for cleaning and disinfection. 

Epidemiologic Situation of Novel Coronavirus 

WHO Situation Update 4: On 24th of January 2020 a total of 846 suspected cases with 25 

deaths were reported China, Thailand, Japan, USA, Republic of Korea, Vietnam and Republic 

of Singapore. One confirmed case in Vietnam has no travel history to China but a confirmed 

family member case had visited Wuhan suggestive of human to human transmission (WHO 

report detail tables and maps are included below) 

Media Reports: At least 1,300 peoples were infected and the outbreak has killed 41 peoples. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/china-coronavirus-outbreak-latest-updates-

200123133559818.html 
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China has stepped up its response to a new coronavirus outbreak that has killed 41 people and 

infected at least 1,287 as of Saturday, placing restrictions on 13 cities, including 12 in Hubei 

Province - the centre of the outbreak. 

Worldwide, there are up to 1,321 confirmed coronavirus infections, according to Al Jazeera's 

count at time of publication, with cases also reported in Japan (2), Thailand (5), South 

Korea (2), United States (2), Australia (1), France (3) Malaysia (3), Singapore (3), Nepal (1), 

and Vietnam (2). 

France has announced late on Friday the third confirmed case of the coronavirus. 

Thailand has confirmed its fifth case of the new coronavirus, a senior public official said, in the 

second instance in which a patient was not detected at the airport before entering the country. 

Singapore confirmed two more cases of the new coronavirus, the city state's health ministry said. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/china-expands-coronavirus-outbreak-

lockdown-fast-tracks-hospital-200124201635848.html 

About 1327 cases are confirmed globally and 41 dead.  

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

Japan has confirmed a third case of infection by China's coronavirus, the health ministry said on 

Saturday. 

Source: https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/coronavirus-outbreak-fears-of-a-pandemic-across-

asia-1.1579831154983 

A second case of the deadly new coronavirus from China has been confirmed in the United 

States. 

Source: https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/china-coronavirus-outbreak-chinese-lock-

down-cities-wuhan-bid-to-contain-virus-today-2020-01-24/ 

Eleven countries have now confirmed cases of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV), 41 people have 

died and more than 1,000 have been infected. 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/jan/25/coronavirus-five-people-in-nsw-

being-tested-for-deadly-disease 
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PHEIC Status of Novel Coronavirus 

WHO Emergency Committee under IHR was convened on January 22 and 23, 2020 and agreed 

that it does not constitutes PHEIC at this stage but will reconvene in 10 days to review. 

WHO Emergency Committee under IHR Recommendations 

All countries should be prepared for containment, including active surveillance, early detection, 

isolation and case management, contact tracing and prevention of onward spread of 2019-nCoV 

infection, and to share full data with WHO. 

Africa CDC Recommendations to Member States 

1) All Member States should enhance their surveillance for severe acute respiratory 

infections (SARI)1 and to carefully review any unusual patterns of SARI or pneumonia 

cases. Examples of enhanced surveillance include:  

a. Adding questions about travel and testing for coronaviruses to existing influenza 

surveillance systems; 

b. Notifying healthcare facilities to immediately inform local public health officials 

about persons who meet the case definition for SARI and recently traveled to 

Wuhan (or other affected countries). 

2) Member States that receive direct or connecting flights from Wuhan should consider 

screening incoming passengers for severe respiratory illness and a history of recent travel  

 

 

to Wuhan. Member States should be prepared to expand questions about recent travel 

to additional countries as the outbreak evolves.  
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3) Notify WHO and Africa CDC immediately if suspected or confirmed cases of infection with 

novel coronavirus are identified. Africa CDC can be notified by emailing 

AfricaCDC@africa-union.org  and StephanieS@africa-union.org.  

4) Prepare to collect specimens from patients suspected of having novel coronavirus 

infection.  

5) Provide guidance to the general public about seeking immediate medical care and 

informing healthcare providers about recent travel in anyone who develops symptoms of 

severe respiratory illness and recently traveled to Wuhan or one of the affected areas.  

mailto:EPHIEOC@gmail.com
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Source: https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/coronavirus-map-confirmed-cases-2020-n1120686 
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Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

mailto:EPHIEOC@gmail.com
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-outbreak/


 

Disclaimer: This document is draft under development and comments are warmly welcomed. Presented herein are from WHO and other internet sources 

Emergency Operation Center 

Center for Public Health Emergency Management 
Ethiopian Public Health Institute 

P.O Box 1242, Swaziland Street, Addis Ababa 
ephieoc@gmail.com I Hotline: 8335 

 

 
PHEOC Daily Report to Leadership 
Novel Coronavirus Outbreak Media Scanning Report 

          ***First Draft-Under Development*** 
  

Source: WHO Situation Update 4 

mailto:EPHIEOC@gmail.com


 

Disclaimer: This document is draft under development and comments are warmly welcomed. Presented herein are from WHO and other internet sources 

Emergency Operation Center 

Center for Public Health Emergency Management 
Ethiopian Public Health Institute 

P.O Box 1242, Swaziland Street, Addis Ababa 
ephieoc@gmail.com I Hotline: 8335 

 

 
PHEOC Daily Report to Leadership 
Novel Coronavirus Outbreak Media Scanning Report 

          ***First Draft-Under Development*** 
   

 

Source: WHO Situation Update 4 

mailto:EPHIEOC@gmail.com

